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EVENING OUTING - 30th May 
 

Stamullen & Fourknocks Trip  
 

Brendan Matthews , author of the “History 
of Stamullen”  and O.D.S. archivist  was 
our excellent guide on this tour. We are 
indeed lucky to have Brendan on our     
Museum/Society staff. First we visited the 
Neolithic Passage Tomb of Fourknocks , 
followed by the Bronze Age enclosure of 
Sliabh Baile na gCailleach on Mullaght-
eeling Hill. This latter site is not normally 
open to the public & thanks to the owners, 
the Mooney family , for accommodating us. 
  Later we visited St. Patrick’s  Medieval 
Church  & St. Christopher’s Chapel  ruins 
in Stamullen  village. We were very lucky 
with the weather and just under 60      
Members & friends enjoyed the trip.     
Congratulations & thanks to Brendan  for 
his most educational & entertaining      
commentaries. Readers should be aware 
that Brendan writes an excellent weekly 
column on historical events for the 
“Drogheda Independent .”  

LECTURE - 27th March  
 

DROGHEDA goes AUTOMATIC  
 

Former employees of Posts & Telegraph, 
Paddy Brennan  & John Mulrane , co-
presented an illustrated lecture on the   
conversion to “automatic” of Drogheda 
Telephone Exchange . The Governor’s 
Hall was full and much of the audience 
were former workers in the exchange. It 
was fifty years ago, almost to the day, that 
the “conversion” took place. Also presented 
to us was a Bell Telephone  film on the 
telephone system in the 1950’s.  
The night was most nostalgic for the      
audience as many articles of everyday use 
were illustrated which are now totally     
redundant. And, even more so, the photo-
graphs of workers in the exchange at the 
time brought back memories for their     
colleagues in the hall. 
Congratulations  to Paddy & John  and it 
should be known that Paddy provided the 
core artefacts for the Telephone display  in 
the Museum .    

WEEK-END AWAY - 27 th/29th Apr. 2007  

A full coach load left Drogheda on this 
year’s tour. We were very lucky with the 
weather.  
Our first location, on Saturday, was the 
“Cruachan Centre ,” Tulsk, Co. Roscom-
mon. Cruachan is the pre-historic capital of 
Connacht, home of the kings & queens of 
the province. From here (Rathcroghan) 
Queen Maeve launched the famed “Cattle 
Raid of Cooley” (“Táin Bo Cuailgne ”), 
which has huge associations with North 
Co. Louth. Our guides were most           
informative & after the Centre, the guide 
brought us to nearby Rathcroghan Mound 
to   complete the tour. 
This is well worth visiting if you are in the 
North Roscommon area. Our coach then 
brought us to King House, Boyle . This is a 
beautiful restored Georgian Mansion and 
after the King family left for the even more 
magnificent Rockingham House on Lough 
Quay the house became the home of the 
famous Connaught Rangers . 
After that we retired to the Clarion Hotel, 
Sligo . Our rooms were excellent with most 
having an attached sitting room and mini 
kitchen, equally as big as the large bed-
room.   
On Saturday we drove to Parke’s Castle , 
one of the ancestral homes of the 
O’Rourkes of Breffni , on the shores of 
Lough Gill , Co. Leitrim. Once again we 
had excellent guides. From the castle pier 
we boarded the “Wild Rose” waterbus for a 
most enjoyable boat trip on Lough Gill of 
the famous “Isle of Innisfree .” The boat’s 
captain recited a number of Yeats’ poems 
over the boats audio system. On the way to 
Lissadell House & Garden , of Yeats/
Markievicz/Gore Booth fame, we called at 
Glencar Waterfall , Co. Leitrim. Both are a 
“must see” if you are in the area. 
On Sunday morning we first called at 
Drumcliffe Church & Visitor’s Centre , 
under shadow of the magnificent Ben   
Bulbin . W. B. Yeats is buried there - his 
tombstone carries his own enigmatic       
epitaph: “Cast a cold Eye 

       On Life, on Death. 
         Horseman pass by.”   

It was a privilege to join people from all 
over the world in visiting this site - a major 
landmark in Irish culture. On then to the         
impressive 12c. Boyle Abbey ruin. Our 
guide there informed us on the history of 
this Cistercian Monastery , a sister house 
to the monastery at Monasterboice , near 
Drogheda. After that we drove to 
Strokestown House & Gardens , which 
also has the “Famine Museum .” Much  
improvements have been made here & well 
worth visiting or revisiting if you have not 
been here for some time. 
On the final leg home Manager Noel 
Comer  (formerly of the Boyne Valley Hotel) 
now of Trim Castle Hotel looked after us 
very well,-where we had an excellent meal. 

Death of President and Founder Member  
 

ust under two years after the death of his beloved wife, Moira, our lifetime 
President, Terry Corcoran, passed away peacefully o n Wednesday,      28 th 
March 2007. He had been in the loving care of the C astlerosse     Nursing 

Home, Carrickmacross, for some years and was only w eeks short of his 93rd 
birthday. The Officers & Members were deeply sadden ed on hearing the news. 
As in the case of Moira, it was both fitting and a privilege for the Society to wake 
Terry overnight in Millmount Museum, - and Officers  and Members formed a 
guard of honour at his funeral on the following day . 

 Terry , together with Moira , the late Jim Garry  and others, 
like Peggy O’Reilly ,    began the Old Drogheda Society  in 1964. 
Their enthusiasm,      energy and foresight, over many years, 
brought the Society and   Millmount Museum the successes both 
organisations have enjoyed.        As well as being a tireless worker 
for our Society, Terry was involved in many other organisations and 
activities associated with the town. It was fitting, therefore, that there 
was a great turnout at his funeral with representatives from the town, 
his home place        Crossakiel , Dundalk , Carlingford  and various 
other places. Many tributes were paid to him in the local press & media. 
     Terry had a great love of music, especially Irish music, and sang appropriate 
songs in many places in Ireland and abroad, as over many years, the Society toured 
the historical locations of these islands. He will be deeply missed by all in the Old      
Drogheda Society  and in the town in general. 
     Chief mourners were his daughter Claire, sons Sean,  Terry and Colin, his 
brother, Tom, daughters-in-law, son-in-law, grandch ildren, nephews & nieces. 
To them we  extend our deepest sympathies. 
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DAY TRIP - 15th July 
 

DAY TRIP TO FERMANAGH  
 
 

    Our Sunday Day Trip this year saw 52      
Members travelling to County Fermanagh . The 
first stop was at Florence Court , the former 
home of the Earls of Enniskillen , which is a  
fascinating example of mid-18th century Irish 
Palladian  architecture. Then it was on to the  
famous Marble Arch Caves,  with their under-
ground rivers, waterfalls, winding passageways 
and lofty chambers. After that we took to the  
water for a cruise on Lower Lough Erne and a 
visit to Devenish Island,  where St. Molaise  
founded a monastery in the 6th century. There, 
there was a chance to climb to the top of the 25 
foot tall round tower . We also viewed the ruins of 
the old Augustinian abbey . 
    On the way home we stopped off at the    
Lakeside Manor Hotel,  on the shores of Lough 
Ramor , for a delightful evening meal. 

EVENING OUTING - 13th June 2007  
 

NEWBRIDGE HOUSE 
 

    If you haven’t been, you have a treat in 
store for you if you visit Newbridge House . 
It’s approximately 20 mins. by car from 
South Drogheda (located 5k from Swords 
on the road to Donabate). This Georgian 
mansion  was built by Archbishop Charles 
Cobbe  between 1747 & 1752. The 
Archbishop first came to Ireland as chaplain 
to the then Lord Lieutenant  - eventually 
becoming Archbishop of Dublin . The 
house & the demesne also feature a court-
yard which houses a museum of country 
life, a traditional farm, a walled garden, a         
children’s playground & coffee shop. Almost 
uniquely, mostly all the paintings, furnish-
ings and artefacts in the house are its   
originals - thanks to the generosity of the 
Cobbe family. Dublin Co. Co.  purchased 
the house from the family in 1985, with the   
family continuing to have rights of residency 
in parts of the house. 
    The house has been magnificently re-
stored & is now managed by Fingal Co. Co.  
If you decide to visit there do give yourself 
at least 1½ hours & endeavour to join a 
guided tour. We had an excellent guide & all 
our coach party had a most enjoyable     
experience. On the way home we stopped 
off for tea & sandwiches at the new City 
North Hotel , just off the M1 &, not for the 
first time, they looked after us very well - for 
this we express & extend our appreciation. 
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EVENING TRIP - 27th July 2007  
 

“Walking the Road”  
 

    Leading actor & Drogheda man, Colin 
O’Donoghue  starred in Dermot Bolger’s play  
on the life of Slane poet Francis Ledwidge . The 
show was performed in the Solstice Theatre , 
Navan & the Society organised a coach to bring 
40 Members & Friends to attend.  
    Ledwidge died ninety years ago in the third 
battle of Ypres , Bolger’s play vividly and imagina-
tively follows Ledwidge on one final journey after 
his death as he finds himself once again walking 
the road that he once walked as a boy from Rath-
farnham to Slane ,- alongside the ghosts of all of 
those who touched his life. But, where are they 
walking to and will any of them ever reach home? 
    Colin O'Donoghue  gave a sparkling perform-
ance and it proved to be an excellent evening's 
entertainment. 

APRIL 2007 

Chord Cemetery Donation  
 

    The Society has donated €5,000 as a     
contribution to the restoration of the Chord 
Cemetery . Drogheda Borough Council  
and St. Peter’s Parish  have also contrib-
uted substantially to the project. It is hoped 
to see the Cemetery opened permanently in 
2008, which is the 150th anniversary  of the 
closing of the Cemetery to new graves.  
    Our late Editor and Founder Member Jim 
Garry  had this project close to his heart and 
it could be said that his book, published by 
the Society, on the graveyard spurred on 
this initiative.  

 
 
LECTURE - Wed., 26 th Sept 2007 at 8:15 pm  
 

“Mellifont - the Cistercian Web in 
Ireland” by Dr. ELMAR EGGERER 
from Munich University. 
*As in the case of all “COMING 
EVENTS” full notice details will 
be sent to all Members .����
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TOWN WALKING TOUR - Sun., 2 nd Sept. 2007 at 3 pm ��
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